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A New York Artist Speaks Softly and Carries a European Paintbrush 

New York, NY, December 28, 2009--
Nearly a century ago, artists such as Picasso shattered the silence of the art world with a scream.  Since that initial burst of volume, artists have grown progressively louder and louder in order to be heard above the bustle that is contemporary art.  Kevin McEvoy is an artist who, in the midst of the mayhem of modernity, has chosen to speak in a quiet, unaffected voice.

Growing up as a talented young artist in the suburban sea of Long Island, New York, Kevin found that he could not use the contemporary, abstract language of art to convey his message.  At the age of twenty three, Kevin moved overseas and enrolled in the most prestigious school of traditional European painting, the Charles Cecil Studio of Florence, Italy.  “For nearly 20 years now [Charles Cecil] has been fighting a strenuous battle to teach the highest skills and is turning out a steady stream of young men and women who have absorbed his methods, share his enthusiasm, and are now making their living as practitioners. They and their successors will, I predict, eventually have a huge and cumulative impact on the art of the West” says Paul Johnson, author of “Art, a New History.”
Having acquired this Old Master vocabulary of painting at the young age of twenty eight, Kevin returned back home to the unlikely town of Islip, Long Island.  When asked “Why Islip?”, Kevin replied “It wasn’t enough to repeat the past, I had to take this tradition of painting and make it mine.  I had to come back to Islip, I had to paint Islip.”  In this obscure town of fishermen and Manhattan commuters, he celebrates the mundane.  His subjects are striking, yet familiar- a pregnant woman in silent contemplation, a hefty rock guitarist with childlike eyes, a bearded Vietnam Veteran having a glass of wine beside the window, his father’s workboots worn out from the construction site.  The subject matter of these paintings is so commonplace that it could easily be overlooked, if not for the power of the human spirit invested into each canvas.
“I’m interested in developing, or redeveloping, a pared down art form that addresses the simplest aspects of life, in a language that excludes nobody” Kevin calmly states.  “I want art to matter.  Not to gallery goers alone, but also to the janitor who sweeps the gallery after the exhibition ended.  I’m tired of exclusive art movements, I’m tired of the art scene.  I’m interested in the language that people spoke before the tower of Babel.”  The allusion to a sudden degeneration of the ability to communicate is not accidental, his criticisms of the fragmentation and divisions within modern society are deliberate and though out.  Suddenly Kevin’s hometown becomes understandable-  Islip is close enough to exhibit in Manhattan, after which he retreats to his inconspicuous town to continue painting.  “I paint nine hours a day, six days a week.  I don’t know anybody that has that much time to paint, or even to think.”
Perhaps the singular gift of the artist is that he tranports the viewer beyond mere paint on canvas.  Kevin has a unique ability to show us, in the simplest way, the worth of a human soul.  And it is this quiet voice that might be at the epicenter of the most subversive movement in contemporary art.
Kevin McEvoy is showing In the Junior Scholarship Show at the Salmagundi club January 4 -22, 2010, free opening reception is January 14, 2010. Located: 47 Fifth Ave. New York, NY.  www.salmagundi.org. 

As a young boy, Kevin McEvoy copied the etchings of Albrecht Durer, and as a young man he drew pictures of the sleeping commuters on the Long Island Railroad. Unsatisfied with his art studies at Stony Brook University, he continued on to study realism in painting at La Universidad de Playa Ancha in Valparaiso, Chile.  Most important was his two year period of study with Charles Cecil of Florence, Italy.  Painting in Islip, New York, the young artist’s goal is “to talk simply of human experience. ” (Kevin McEvoy).
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