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Do We Need Art? – By Margaret McEvoy
New York, NY, 12/28/09 --Ventures into the heart and amibitions of an artist’s family.
I sometimes get frusterated being married to an artist: after posing for three hours having thouroughly examined the landscape before me and every thought in my head – I still can’t figure life out.  In the name of art my husband, child and I have crossed oceans, analyzed our deepest emotions, struggled to make a small business function, and tried to make sense of a medium that is meant to unravel thought. Is it worth it?  After all, I’m still not sure exactly what art is or if I really should care.  Do people need art?  If we truly are Darwinian species then art serves no direct need for survival.


So I look at my husband: why is he so dedicated and driven to do this?  He’s always been an enigma to me.  Many dismiss him as a right-brianed unorganized artist, yet he has more direction in life than anyone I’ve met.


In Matthew it says “ Where your heart is, there your treasure is also.”  For myself, I’m not sure where my heart is.  I guess its in trying to keep everything organized or ‘status quo’ and then taking a good nap – I guess my treasure is peace?


Kevin’s heart? His Treasure?  That’s not so hard, his heart is people.  He delights in his friends, family, Starbucks baristas, even homeless men whom will converse at length about naturalism.  Kevin’s heart is eager to please, entertain and laugh with people; and his treasure is all those who love him and are drawn to him.  


This is directly conveyed in Kevin’s painting as he captures the essence of people.  The reason why he so ardently paints from life is so that he can capture the true character in a person’s gaze; while a photograph engages an emotion or moment.


Kevin’s portraits never become sterile objects of technical ability but forever immortalized people, called by name.  When viewing a painting you are being introduced  to a person, a person you can look into without reserve.  A person that Kevin, in painting, came to cherish, and will allow the viewer to also cherish that same beautiful humanity. I guess that’s why we need art.

Kevin McEvoy is showing In the Junior Scholarship Show at the Salmagundi club January 4 -22, 2010, free opening reception is January 14, 2010. Located: 47 Fifth Ave. New York, NY.  www.salmagundi.org. 

As a young boy, Kevin McEvoy copied the etchings of Albrecht Durer, and as a young man he drew pictures of the sleeping commuters on the Long Island Railroad. Unsatisfied with his art studies at Stony Brook University, he continued on to study realism in painting at La Universidad de Playa Ancha in Valparaiso, Chile.  Most important was his two year period of study with Charles Cecil of Florence, Italy.  Painting in Islip, New York, the young artist’s goal is “to talk simply of human experience. ” (Kevin McEvoy).
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